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LITERARY
(The order followed is that oj  The Cambridge Shakespeare.}

The Tempest.   Probably subsequent to 1610, certainly acted in May 1613,

but not printed till first folio.    References to Somers' shipwreck on the

Bermudas (1609).   Plot partly found in Jacob Ayrer's Die schone tiidea.

(This play is assigned to about 1595.)
The Two Gentlemen of Verona.   Early.   Story derived from Montemayor's

Diana.   Not printed till folio.
The Merry Wives of Windsor.    After 1598.    Licensed 1601:  printed in

part next year.   Plot partly suggested by divers tales, Italian and other.
Measure for Measure.   Produced December 1604 (?).   Not printed till folio.

Story from Cinthio and Whetstone.
The Comedy of Errors. Early.   Acted December 1594.  Not printed till folio.

Adapted from the Menaechmi of Plautus.
Much Ado About Nothing.   After 1598.   Printed in 1600.    Part of story

from Bandello and Ariosto.
Love's Labour's Lost.   Early.   First printed 1598.   No direct source of story

known.

A Midsummer Night's Dream.   Middle early.   Printed 1600.    Story com-
bined from Chaucer, Ovid, Huon of Bordeaux and many other sources.

Practically original.
The Merchant of  Venice.    Late  early, but before 1598.    First printed

(twice) in 1600.    'Casket' and 'pound of flesh' stories old medieval;

frequently rehandled before Shakespeare separately and, perhaps, com-
bined before him.
As You Like It.   About 1600.    Not printed till folio.    Main story from

Lodge's Rosalynde, which throws back to the medieval English tale of

Gamelyn.
The Taming of the Shrew.   Adapted from an older play printed in 1594.

Not itself printed till folio.    Partly drawn from Gascoigne's Supposes.
All's Well that Ends Well.   Before 1598 (if identical with Love's Labour's

Won}.   Not printed till folio.   Story from Boccaccio through Painter.
Twelfth Night. About 1600. Acted at Middle Temple, February 1601/2. First

printed in folio.   Origin Italian either from play or novel, Tbut perhaps

directly from Barnabe Kich's translation of Bandello.
The Winters Tale.   Acted in May 1611.    Not printed till folio.    Story

from Greene's novel of Pandosto (Dorastus and Fawnia}.
King John.   Early.   Not printed till folio.   Directly adapted from earlier

play on same subject.

Richard II,   Early.   Printed 1597.   Matter from Holinshed.
Henry IV.   Late early.   Part I printed  1598.   Part II printed 1600.

Partly worked up from earlier play The Famous Victories of Henry

the fifth, but all best things original.

Henry V.   1599.   Printed imperfectly next year.   Origin as above.
Henry VL   Part I was first published in folio and no part is mentioned

by Meres.   Parts II and III in folio had appeared in a different and

much less elaborate shape under the titles  The First Part of the

Contention betwixt the two famous Houses of Yorke and Lancaster,

and The True Tragedie of Richard Duke of Yorke in 1594 and 1595.

The source of the matter, as in all English, chronicle plays, is Holinshed;

out he is here largely corrected from other authorities.